[Infarct rupture of the heart. A clinical case operated on with success].
A 48-year-old woman was admitted for acute myocardial infarction with a normal clinical course. On the fifth day a new chest pain occurred, with low cardiac output and high central venous pressure; a pericardial effusion was present at the echocardiogram. The clinical picture improved with intensive medical care but, on the tenth day, there was a relapse with a life-threatening heart tamponade. An emergency operation was performed without previous heart catheterization. The pericardium was tense and contained about 300 ml of clots; in a wide infarcted area of the lateral wall of the left ventricle two small perforations were evident. Primary reconstruction was accomplished with interrupted stitches supported by Teflon felt strips. The bypass weaning was easy and the postoperative clinical course uneventful. We believe that the cardiac rupture is a surgical emergency; the non-invasive diagnosis is possible; the coronary angiography and revascularization must be postponed.